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 This work perform⁠s a thorough bibliom ⁠e⁠tric analysis to delineate the 

intellectual terrain of tax evasion research. The study utilizes⁠ citation 

and co-authorship data from Scopus ⁠ to identif⁠y principal ⁠ themes, 

p⁠rominen⁠t authors, and collaboration networks⁠ within the area. The 

results indi⁠c ate that tax evasion research is interdisciplinary, with su

bstantial contributions from economics, psyc⁠hology, and law. The Uni

ted Sta⁠tes and⁠ the Unit ⁠ed Kingdom are pivotal in the discipline, with i

ncreasing research coopera⁠tion in Asia and Africa. Emerging subjects 

encompa⁠ss the utilization of artificial intelligence in tax detection and t

he influence of th⁠e informal economy on tax compliance. The research 

underscores the necessity for international cooperation in combating 

tax evasion, especially via transnational alliances. The study's 

limitations encompass dependenc⁠e on citation data an⁠d th⁠e absence of 

c ⁠omprehensive analysis of specifi⁠c research c⁠ontent. The study offers 

significant insights for poli⁠cymakers and scholars, while indicating 

avenues for future investigation in this critical domain. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In modern finan⁠cial systems, tax ev

asion constitutes a continual and complex⁠ chal

lenge for governments around.  Tax evasion, 

defined as the deliberate under-reporting or 

omission of taxable income or assets, 

compromi ⁠ses public revenue ⁠, distorts 

competitiveness among taxpayers, and 

diminishes trust betwe⁠en residents and tax 

authorities.  Its significance has been 

emp⁠hasized in economics, public policy, ac

counting, law, behavioral finance, and 

political science.  The escalation 

of globalization enhances capital mobility, 

while digitalizatio⁠n complicates transaction ⁠ 

tracki ⁠ng, and multinational corporati⁠ons ab

use foreign tax systems, resulting in a 

substanti ⁠al increase in the scope and 

complexity of tax evasion.  The academic liter

ature has consequently broaden⁠ed, with 

researche ⁠rs examining the determinants,⁠ mec

hanisms, repercussions, and governmental 

responses to tax evasion.  The academic 

discourse has progressed in tandem with 

advancements in global economics an ⁠d 

p⁠olitics,⁠ highlighting t⁠he profound 

interrelations among tax evasion, governance, 

and social equality [1]. 

Simultaneously, bibliomet ⁠ric 

analysis—a quantitative examination of 

academ ⁠ic literature through bibliographies, 

citation networks, authorship, and publishing 

tre ⁠nds—has arisen as an essential instrument 

for mapping and evaluating the intellectual 

f ⁠ramework of research domains.  In the field 
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of ⁠ tax evasion, bibliometric methods allow 

researchers to analyze the evolution of 

themes, identify leading authors or inst

itutions, examine international co⁠opera⁠tion, 

and pinpoint existing research gaps.  Recent 

studies utilizing methods such as analyses of 

the Web of Science or Scopus databases 

indicate a rapid expa⁠nsion in tax-evasion 

research a⁠nd the emergence of thematic c

lusters that extend⁠ bey⁠ond traditional ec

onomic modeling to encompass behavi⁠oral, et

hical, govern⁠ance, and technological aspects 

[2]. 

Moreover, research on tax evasion is 

dynamic: the contextual factors are contin

ually evolvin⁠g [3], [4].  Fundamental factors, 

like digital e⁠conomy platfor ⁠ms, sharing 

economy models, remote e ⁠mployment, 

blockchain, and art ⁠ifici⁠al intelligence, genera

te novel opportunities a⁠nd detection is⁠sues for 

tax authorities.  Concurrently, governmental 

frameworks like th⁠e Organis ⁠a⁠tion for Econo

mic Co-operation and ⁠ Development (OECD) 

Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) pro

grams, automatic information exchange, and 

enhance ⁠d international collaboration⁠ redefine 

the comprehension and approach to tax 

evasion.  The academic disc ⁠ipline must 

consequently ⁠ stay adaptable, responding to 

emerging subjects and methodological 

innovati ⁠ons.  By delineating the intellectual 

terrain of this ⁠ study subject, sc⁠h⁠olars and 

practitioners ⁠ can ascertain both completed 

endeavors and ar⁠eas yet to be investigated [5]. 

Empirical bibliometric analyses of ta ⁠x 

evasion r ⁠esearch r ⁠eveal notable tendencies.  A 

recent study analyzed publications from 1975 

to 2022, revealing that initial years cont⁠ained 

only a li⁠mited numb⁠er of articles annually, 

whereas productivity surged s⁠ignificantly 

post-200 ⁠8, particularly after 2017, in⁠dicating a⁠ 

maturation of the discipline [6].  Furthermore, 

specific countries⁠, journals, and authors 

pre ⁠dominate the d⁠iscourse.  The⁠se trends 

suggest possible biases in research b⁠readth, 

regional representation,⁠ and theme 

emphasi ⁠s—concerns that requir ⁠e additional 

examinati⁠on for the discipline to progress in a 

globally inclusive and policy-relevant manne

r. 

 This study aims to deliver an 

extensive bibliometric an⁠alysis of ta⁠x evasion 

research in response to these advances.  This 

research will utilize bibliometric indicators 

(including⁠ publication counts, citation 

networks, co-author ⁠ship patterns, and 

keyword evolutio⁠n) alongside visual analytics 

to delineate the intellectual landscape of the 

field: its temporal evolut⁠ion, p⁠revailing 

themes and emerging frontiers, collabora⁠tive 

networks among scholars and institutions, 

and contextual gaps that warrant fur⁠ther 

investigation.  This action addresses the de

ma⁠nd for a syste ⁠matic mapping of the field, as 

demons⁠trated by previous reviews on tax ev

asion and tax avoidance [7]. 

No⁠twith ⁠standing the expanding 

corpus of study on t⁠ax evasi⁠on, the discipline 

is hindered by many constraints: fragmented 

theme focuses, restricted interdisciplinary 

collaboration, geographical d⁠isparities in 

contributions, and an absence of cohesive 

sy ⁠nthesis of intellectual fram⁠eworks.  Al

thoug ⁠h various studies have conducted bibl

iometric or mapping analyses, many 

concentrat⁠e exclusively on tax a ⁠voidance 

rather than evasion, spec⁠ific geographic 

contexts, or restricted time frames.  This 

results in an imperfec⁠t understanding of the 

worldwide structure of tax evasion⁠ res⁠earch, ⁠ 

the evolution of key debates and trends, and 

the identification of interesting yet under-e

xplored niches.  In the absence of a 

comprehen ⁠sive mapping, both academics and 

policymakers encou⁠nter challenges in und

erstanding the overarching trends, 

robustness, and prospecti⁠ve traj ⁠ectories of the 

field's development. 

This study⁠ seeks to delineate the i

ntellectual terrain of tax evasion resea⁠rch 

through a thorough bibliometric examination.  

Specifically, it will: (1) delineate the 

chronological pr⁠ogression of publications and 

citations in the realm of tax evas⁠io⁠n, (2) as

certain the most impactful authors, jo⁠urnals, i

nstitutions, and⁠ countries within this dis

c⁠ip⁠line, (3) examine collaborative networks 

(co- ⁠authorship ⁠, inst⁠itut⁠ional, and geographic)⁠, 

(4) unveil thematic clusters and nascent r

esearch fronts through keyword co ⁠-

occurrence and citatio⁠n⁠ mapping, and (5) und
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erscore research deficiencies⁠ and suggest d

irections for futu ⁠re investig ⁠ation.  The study 

aims to ser ⁠ve as a scholarly reference and a 

basis for focused, policy-relevant m

ultidisciplinar⁠y research on tax evasion. 

2. METHOD 

This study employs a bibliometric 

methodology to delineate the intel⁠lectual te

rrain of tax evasion research.  B⁠ibliometric 

analysis is a potent technique for discerning 

trends, patterns, and prominent contributors 

w ⁠ithin a particular ac⁠ademic di⁠scipline 

through t⁠he examination of publishing and 

citation records of scholarly works. The pri

ncipal data source for this study will be the 

Scopus database, which⁠ offers a thorough and 

d ⁠ependable compilation of academic p

ublications spanning several fields, includin⁠g 

economics, law⁠, and public policy.  The search 

will be confined to publications specifically p

ertaining to tax evasion ⁠, incorporating t⁠erms 

such as⁠ "tax evasion," "tax avoidance⁠," "tax 

compliance," and "illicit financial flows.” The 

chosen timeframe for the anal⁠ysis will⁠ ex ⁠t⁠end 

from 2000 to 2025, encompassing both the 

historical evolution and contemporary trends 

in tax evasion research [8]. 

 ⁠To facilitate a comprehensive 

analysis, many bibliometric indicators will be 

utilized⁠, encompassing publication counts, 

citation rates, authorship patterns, and journal 

impact fa⁠ctors.  Citation analysis will uncover 

the most cited papers, significant authors, and 

key journals in the domain of tax evasion.  Co-

citation analysis will fac⁠ilitate the ident

if⁠ication of theme clusters within ⁠ the 

literature, thereby⁠ categorizing the most⁠ sign

ificant study issues, including behavioral 

variables in tax evasion, economic repercus

sions, and policy responses [9].  The project 

will analyze co-authorship n ⁠etworks to assess 

the degree of collaboration across academics, 

institutions, and countries, thereby 

elucid⁠ating the collabo⁠rative dynamics of tax 

evasion research. 

The analysis will utilize VOSvie⁠wer 

and Bibliometrix software, which⁠ are ⁠ 

ext⁠ensively employed in bibliometric rese⁠arch 

for their capacity to visualize and map ci⁠tation 

and co-authorship networks.  VOSviewer w⁠ill 

provide netw⁠ork visualizat⁠ions of th⁠e most 

influential articles, authors, and research 

themes, ⁠ whereas Bibliometrix will be utilized 

for statistical analys⁠is and the disc⁠overy of de

veloping trends in tax evasion research.  The 

findings will be displayed in both quantitative 

and visual formats, facilitating a thorough 

comprehension of the progression of tax evasi

on r⁠esearch, its principal contributors, and the 

prevailing study themes.  This methodology 

will furnish a comprehensive and s⁠ystematic 

representat⁠ion of t⁠he intellectual t⁠errain, 

facilitating the identification of pr⁠ospective 

research domains and informing policy 

suggestions [10]. 
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3. RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS 
3.1 Network Visualization 

 
Figure 1. Network Visualization 

Source: Data Analysis Result, 2025 

 

The submitted image is a 

network visualization developed by 

VOSviewer, illustrating the 

in⁠tellectual framework of research on 

tax ⁠ eva ⁠sion. This graphic depicts ⁠ 

several ⁠ terms interconnected by lines, 

illustrating the relationships among ⁠ 

distinct research topics based on their ⁠ 

co-occurrence in academic literature.  

The larger and more centered nodes 

signify⁠ major study themes, while the 

th⁠icknes⁠s of the connecting lines 

denotes the intensity of the 

association between the phrases. 

The node designated "tax 

evasion" is the focal p⁠oint of th ⁠e 

research do⁠main inside the 

visualization.  This signifies that tax 

evasion is t⁠he predominant t ⁠heme in 

academic writing, with numerous 

associated themes linked to it.  

Encircling this center node are 

clusters of terminology pertinent to 

diverse f⁠acets⁠ of tax evasion, 

including "tax system," "c⁠orruption," 

"tax compliance," "tax reform," and 

"tax morale."  These keywords 

undersco⁠re the principal themes and 

concerns that⁠ academics commonly 

link⁠ to tax eva⁠sion, s⁠uggesting that 

the literature typically converges with 

examinatio⁠ns of taxat⁠ion systems, 

ethical considerations, compliance 

practices, and the effects of reforms. 

The network encompasses 

terms pe ⁠rtinent to speci ⁠fic 

geographical areas, such "European 

Union," "Italy," and "G ⁠reece," 

indicating that tax evasion research 

possesses a regiona ⁠l aspect, 

partic⁠ularly highlighting works 

centered on the European 

environment.  These geographical 

categories are link⁠ed to ove⁠rarching 

concepts such as "economic growth," 

"fiscal policy," and "informal 

economy," indicating the correlations 

betwe ⁠en⁠ tax evasion and diverse 

macroeconomic issues. ⁠ This suggests 

that a significant portion of the 

research focuses on the interplay 

between tax evasion an⁠d broader 

economic policy,⁠ as well as informal 

econom⁠ic activities. 
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Moreover, the visualization 

eluci⁠dates the relationship between 

tax evasion and other subtopics 

including "crime," "fraud," and 

"government."  These expressions 

ind⁠icate that tax evasion is assessed 

not just from an economic or policy 

viewpoint but also from a legal and 

criminal one.  The convergence of 

" ⁠crime" and "fraud" with "t⁠ax evasion" 

underscores the ⁠ unla ⁠wful character of 

tax evasion, which is often examined 

in relation to criminal conduct and 

governmental punishment. 

The image underscores the 

rise of novel research areas, including 

"artificia⁠l intellige⁠nce" a ⁠nd "econ⁠omic 

analysis,⁠" linked to tax administration 

and the adva⁠ncing techniques⁠ for 

identifying and addressing tax 

evasion.  The emergence of these 

contemporary notions indicates that 

the sector is evolving in response to 

technology adva ⁠ncements, including 

innovative tools and methodologies 

such as AI to enhance tax compliance 

and mitigate evasion.  This indicates 

that fo⁠rthcoming study on tax evasion 

may increasingly concentrate on 

te ⁠chnical advancements and their use 

in tax systems and enf⁠orcement 

methodologie ⁠s. 

3.2 Overlay Visualization 

 
Figure 2. Overlay Visualization 

Source: Data Analysis Result, 2025 

 

The upload⁠ed image is a 

VOSvie ⁠wer overla⁠y visualization 

illustrating the te ⁠mporal progression 

of research on tax evasion from 2015 

to 2020. The hues in the graphic 

denote d⁠ist⁠inct years, with t⁠he color 

gra ⁠dient transitioning from purple 

(2015) to yellow (2020).  The 

prominent and central nodes, 

including "tax evasion," "tax system," 

and "taxation," have remained stable 

over the years, underscoring their 

status as enduring central themes in 

the r ⁠esearch.  The alteratio⁠n in hue 

and the formation of novel 

con⁠nections over time signify the 

evolution of topics and their 

interrelati⁠onshi ⁠ps, with 

contemporary study themes 

surfacing in the latter years of the 

period. 

The term "artificial 

intelligence"⁠ is notably prev⁠alent in 

the y ⁠ellow (2⁠020) sect⁠ion⁠, indicating 
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an increasing interest in utilizing⁠ AI 

for tax evasion detection and 

compliance monitoring in recent 

years.  The relationship between "tax 

evasi ⁠on" and "economic analysis" 

becomes increas ⁠ingly evident in 

subsequent years, indicating a 

tran⁠sition to more ad⁠vanced 

economic modeling and data analysis 

methods in the examination of tax 

evasion.  The use of phrases such as 

"tax administrati⁠on" and "tax reform" 

in the earlier ye⁠ars (purple and blue) ⁠ 

indica⁠tes that the emphasis was 

mostly on structural and policy-

oriente ⁠d strategies to comba ⁠t tax 

evasion. 

⁠ Furthermore, geo⁠gra ⁠p⁠hic⁠al 

phrases such as "Euro ⁠pean⁠ Union," 

"Greec ⁠e," and "Italy" seem to be more 

prevalent in the initial years of the 

timeline, suggesting a regional 

emphasis on tax evasion in particula⁠r 

countries or areas.  Over time, the⁠se 

terms appear to ⁠ be supplanted by 

mor ⁠e encompassing concepts such as 

"informal eco⁠nomy" a ⁠n⁠d "economic 

growth," which signify an increasing 

global emphasis o⁠n the systemic and 

economic de ⁠terminants of tax 

evasion. This shift indicates a 

widening scope in tax evasion 

research, where regional concerns are 

progressively contextualized within 

broader glo⁠bal ec⁠onomic frameworks. 

3.3 Citation Analysis 

Tax evasion has his⁠t⁠orically 

garnered academic attention, with 

various significant studies enhancing 

our comprehension of its economic, 

psychological, and beha⁠vioral 

dimensions. The table below displays 

a compilatio⁠n of significant studies in 

the field, arr⁠anged by their citation 

frequencies. These studies have 

influenced the evolution of tax 

evasion theory, i⁠nformed tax policy 

discussions, and underscored the 

signifi⁠cance of culture, incentives, 

and institutional variabl⁠es in affecting 

tax compliance. Every study offers a 

distinct viewpoint, encompassing 

theoreti ⁠cal analy⁠sis, empirical tr⁠ials, 

and cross- ⁠national comparisons of tax 

morale and evasion tactics. 

 

Table 1. Top Cited Research 

Citations Authors and year Title 

2544 [11] Income tax evasion: a theoretical analysis 

1287 [12] Top incomes in the long run of history 

1197 [13] Corporate tax avoidance and high-powered incentives 

735 [14] The economic psychology of tax behaviour 

619 [15] 
Unwilling or unable to cheat? evidence from a tax audit 

experiment in denmark 

618 [16] Cheating ourselves: The economics of tax evasion 

612 [17] Income tax evasion: A theoretical analysis 

580 [18] 
Culture differences and tax morale in the United States and in 

Europe 

521 [19] 
The informal sector in developed and less developed countries: 

A literature survey 

500 [20] Chapter 22 Tax avoidance, evasion, and administration 

Source: Scopus, 2025

The table delineates the most 

frequently referenced studies in tax 

evasion resear ⁠ch, commencing with 

Allingham and Sandmo's seminal 

theoretical examination of income tax 

evasion, which has established t⁠he 

cornerstone for a substantial portion 

of the literature in this domain.  [11] 

work introduced fundamental 

notions that persistently shap ⁠e the 
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unders⁠tanding of tax evasion, 

emphasizing the economic incentives 

that motivate individuals to dodge 

taxes. [12] seminal study on income 

inequality offers crucial insights into 

the wider societal and economic 

ramifications of tax evasion. 

Furthermore, research such 

as [14] on the psycholo ⁠gy of tax 

behavior and [15] experimental 

examination o⁠f tax evasion in 

Denmark underscores the human and 

institutional elements influencing tax 

complianc⁠e, accentuating the 

necessity of comprehending ta⁠xpayer 

behavior beyond⁠ mere economic 

modeling.  The incorporation of 

studies on tax avoidan⁠ce, s⁠hown by 

[16] analysis of tax evasion and 

avoidance tactics, illustra⁠tes that 

evasion is a component of a wider 

array of tax-related actions 

encompassin⁠g both lawful and 

unlawful metho⁠ds of reducing tax 

obligations.  Furthermore, the studies 

by [18] and [19] provide cro⁠ss- ⁠cultural 

and international insights, illustrating 

the impa⁠ct of culture and the informal 

sector ⁠ on tax compliance.  

Collectively, these works provide the 

foundation of tax evasion research, 

offering significant insights into the 

in⁠tricate ⁠ dynamics of tax compliance, 

avoidance, and evasion. 

3.4 Density Visualization 

 

 
Figure 3. Density Visualization 

Source: Data Analysis Result, 2025 

 

The image is a VOSviewer 

density visualization pertaining to tax 

evasion study.⁠ The heatmap colors 

signify the density of research on 

various terms, with brighter regions 

denotin⁠g greater concentrations ⁠ of 

academic activity. At the ma⁠p's ⁠ 

center, the phrase "tax evasion" is 

prominen⁠tly shown i⁠n yellow, 

indicating it i⁠s the most extensively 

studied idea in this field. Adjac⁠ent to 

it are pertinent terms such as "t ⁠ax 

sy ⁠stem," "corruption," "tax 

compliance," and "tax refo ⁠rm," which 

illustrate the interrelation of these 

subjects with ta ⁠x⁠ evasion. These 

concepts are intricately linked to the 

overarching d⁠iscou ⁠rse on economic 

systems, regulatory st⁠ruc⁠tu⁠res, and 

taxpayer conduc⁠t. The m⁠ap indicates ⁠ 
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a notable concentration of research 

pertaining to terms such a⁠s "economic 

growth," "informal economy ⁠," a⁠nd 

"taxation." These clusters underscore 

the significance of analyzing the 

economic and social det⁠erminants 

affecting tax eva⁠sion. Furthermore, 

geographical designations such as 

"Europ⁠ean Union," "Greece,⁠" and 

"Italy" signify an emphasi ⁠s on certain 

areas where⁠ tax evasion is a 

significant issue, perhaps attributable 

to dispara⁠te ⁠ tax frameworks and 

economic c⁠ircumstances. The 

occurrence of phrases such as 

"art⁠ificial in⁠telligence" and "economic 

analysis" in the top regions of the map 

indicates that contemporary 

approaches, including data analysis 

and technology advance⁠ments, are 

increasingly influential in tax evasion 

studies. 

3.5 Co-Authorship Network 

 
Figure 4. Author Visualization 

Source: Data Analysis Result, 2025 

 

The picture is a VOSviewer 

depiction of a co-authorship network 

that i ⁠llustrates the connections among 

leading author⁠s in ta⁠x evasion 

research.  The nodes signify 

in⁠dividual writers, with their size 

corresponding to publication output, 

while the connecting lines indicate co-

authorship rela⁠ti ⁠onships among 

scholars. ⁠ The color gra⁠dients den⁠ote 

distinct clusters of writers, with each 

hue symbolizing a particular group of 

experts that often work on articles 

about tax evasion. 

The red cluster surrounding 

writers such as "Alm, Jam⁠es R." and 

"Torgler, Benno" indicates a 

substantial corpus of research 

concentr ⁠ated on the economic and 

b ⁠ehavioral dimensions of tax eva⁠sion, 

with these authors f ⁠requently 

colla ⁠borating or publishing in 

analogous fields.  The yellow c⁠lu⁠ster, 

featuring writers su ⁠ch as "Kirchler, 

Erich M." and "Mittone, Luigi," 

emphasizes research focused on the 

psychological and soci⁠ologic ⁠al 

dimensions of tax compliance and 

evasion.  Simultaneously, the blue 

cluster, encompassing authors s ⁠uch 

as "McGee, R⁠obert W." and "Benk, 

Serkan," seems to concentrat ⁠e 

primarily on the legal and 
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international aspects of tax evasion 

and avoidance.⁠ 

The network exemplifies⁠ the 

colla ⁠borative esse⁠nce of tax ⁠ evasion 

research, indicating that while so⁠me 

academics concentrate on particular 

subfields (e.g., psychology, 

economics, or law), disti ⁠nct 

intersections exist where different ⁠ 

disciplines converge.  The 

visualizati⁠on highl⁠ights the 

interdepend⁠en⁠ce of researchers in 

enhancing the comprehension of tax 

evasion, suggesting that 

interdisciplin⁠ary methodo⁠logies are 

essential in addressing this issue. 

 
Figure 5. Affiliation Visualization 

Source: Data Analysis Result, 2025 

 

The submitted image is a 

VOSviewer depiction of a co-

authorship network illustr ⁠a⁠ting the ⁠ 

affiliations of researchers in the 

domain of tax evasion.  The nodes 

signify different institutions or 

academic ent⁠ities, while the lines 

connecting them ill ⁠ustrate the 

cooper ⁠ation wi⁠thin the research topic.  

The color gradient⁠s represent distinct 

clusters of insti⁠tutions according t⁠o 

their collaboration patterns, with 

hues ranging from red, green, b ⁠lue, 

yellow, to purple, indic⁠a⁠ting various 

groups of associated institution ⁠s. 

The institutions in the red 

cluster, including the "London School 

of Economics and Inte ⁠rnational 

Monetary Fund (IMF)," exhibit a 

robust network of cooperation, 

evidenced by the highly 

interconnected nodes.  This cluster ⁠ 

likely denot ⁠es a schol⁠arly and policy-

driven entity concen ⁠t⁠rating on the 

wo⁠rldwide financial and economic 

ramifica⁠tions of tax evasion.  The blue 

cluster, with entities such⁠ as "Utrecht 

Univer⁠sity" and "Depa⁠rtment of 

Economics, ⁠ Tulane," suggests a 

predominant academic emphasis, 

likely on the economic and beh⁠avioral 

dimensions of tax compliance and 

evas⁠ion.  Simultaneously, entities 

such as "CESI⁠FO GmbH, Munich, 

Germany," within the yellow-green 

cluster, signify par⁠tne⁠rships among 

research institutions centered o⁠n 

ec⁠o⁠nomics, likely addressing 

economic polic ⁠ies and institutional 

structures. 

The gre⁠en and purple 

clusters, encompassing institutions 
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such as⁠ the University of Michigan 

and Tilburg University, indicate that 

academics from th ⁠ese entities exhibit 

signific⁠ant collaboratio⁠n in works 

pertaining to both theoretical and 

empirical models of tax evasion.  The 

grap ⁠hic emphas⁠izes univ⁠ersities like 

"Universität zu Köln," indicating 

significant cross-border collaboration, 

as these researchers are presumably 

investigating r⁠egional or comparative 

matters like tax regimes, compliance, 

and evasion across sever⁠al nations.  

This map offers si⁠gnificant insights 

into the global landscape of tax 

evasion research, illustrating the 

contribu⁠tio⁠ns and influence of many 

academic and research institu⁠tes 

through partnership. 

 
Figure 6. Country Visualization 

Source: Data Analysis Result, 2025 

 

The uploaded image is a 

VOSviewer depiction of a co-

authorship network categorized by 

countries, illustrating global 

collaborati⁠on tendencies in tax 

evasion research.  The⁠ nodes signify 

several countries, and the dimensions 

of each node correspond to the⁠ extent 

of resear⁠ch activity inside those 

nat⁠ions⁠.  The hue of⁠ the nodes ⁠ 

signifies distinc⁠t groupings, with each 

cluster denoting a consortium of 

nations⁠ that regularly engage in tax 

evasion re ⁠search c⁠ollabo⁠ra⁠tion. 

The United States and the 

U ⁠nited Kingdom occupy the central 

position in the network, encircled by 

nations s⁠uch a ⁠s Germany, Spain, and 

France.  These nations constitute a 

substantial and interconnected 

cluster, ind⁠icating that a significant 

portion of tax evasion research is 

spearheaded by these We⁠stern 

countries.  The United States is 

notably linked to numerous 

countries, including China and the 

United Kingdom, underscoring its 

pivotal rol ⁠e in the global d⁠iscourse on 

tax evasion.  The concentration of 

nations⁠ such as China, Taiwan, and 

Hong Kong in the blue region 

i ⁠ndicates a growing emphasis on tax 

e⁠vasi ⁠on stu⁠dies in East Asia⁠. 

Conversely, nations such as 

India, South Korea, and Indonesia 

constitute a distinct cluster, 

highlighted in red, indicating an 

increasing⁠ focus on tax evasion 
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research in South Asia and Southeast 

Asia, accompanied by substantial 

region⁠al collaboration.  Furthermore, 

African nations such as Ghana and 

Nigeria are incl⁠uded in th⁠e red 

cluster, indi⁠cating that tax evasion is 

becoming as a significant research 

subject across many regions.  The 

map und⁠erscores the international 

scope of tax evasion research, with ⁠ 

nations from every continent 

participating in the academic 

dialogue and engagi⁠ng in 

collaboration. 

3.6 Discussion 

a. Practical Implications 

This research offers 

s⁠ignificant information for 

policymakers, tax authorities, 

and inter⁠n⁠ational organizations 

aiming to comba⁠t⁠ tax evasion.  

This study identifies the 

predominant research issues and 

m⁠ain contributors in the field, so 

aiding in the formulation of 

future poli⁠cy development and i

nterv⁠ention measures.  The recog

nition of key domains such as tax 

system reforms, tax complianc⁠e, 

and the influ ⁠ence of digit⁠al 

technologies, including artificial i

ntelligence in identifying⁠ tax 

evasi ⁠on, provides actio⁠nable 

guidance for g⁠overnments 

aiming to⁠ enhance tax 

administration and comp ⁠liance.  

The geographic distribution of 

research reveals regional⁠ t

endencies, enabling policymakers 

to customize tax policies a⁠nd e

nforcement techniques to address 

th⁠e distinct⁠ difficu⁠lt⁠ies and 

opportu⁠nities inside respective 

jurisdictions.  The examination of 

international cooperation reveals 

that cross-border partnership⁠s 

and knowledge exchange are 

essential for combating global tax 

evasion, particularly as 

multinational firms increa⁠singly 

utilize in⁠ternational t⁠ax hav⁠e ⁠ns.⁠ 

b. Theoretical Contributions 

This bibliometric analysis 

enhances academic 

comprehension of tax evasion by 

d ⁠elineating the⁠ progression of 

research themes and the 

conc⁠eptual framework of the 

discipline.  The study enhances 

the theory of tax evasion⁠ by p

roviding a systematic analysis of 

the academic discourse, 

emphasizing m⁠ajor ⁠ themes, 

notable authors, and 

collaborative netw⁠orks.  The 

research⁠ enhances established 

ideas, such as the econ⁠omic 

model of tax evas⁠ion [11], by 

integrating perspectives from 

interdiscip⁠linary⁠ domains, 

including behavioral economics, 

psychology, and international 

relations.  More⁠over, the r

ecognition of emerging trends, 

such the utilization of artificial 

intelligence and the significance 

of in⁠formal economies, expands 

conventional theoretical 

frameworks and paves the way 

for future re⁠search opportunities.  

The results indicate the necessity 

for theoretical advancement, 

es⁠pecially in compre ⁠hending the 

cultural, technological, 

and political elements that affect 

tax compliance and evasion. 

c. Limitations 

This study, however its 

contrib ⁠utions, ha ⁠s multiple 

shortcomings. The bibliometric ⁠ 

methodology predominantly 

depends on citation and co-a

uthorship statistics, which may 

inadequately represent the 

diversity of research me

thodologies or the caliber of 

resear ⁠ch output.  Citation counts, 

although frequently utilized as⁠ a 

measure of influence, ⁠ may not 

consistently represent the actual 

impact or significance of a wo⁠rk 

in the real world. T⁠his analysis 
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concentrated on papers indexed 

in Scopus, which, while 

exten ⁠sive, may omit significant 

research published in alternative 

databases or journals.  Moreover, 

the study failed to analyze the 

content or tec ⁠hniques o⁠f the 

included studies com

prehensivel⁠y, hence 

constraining the cap⁠acity to 

derive conclusions regarding the 

distinctive contributions of⁠ each 

paper.  Ultimately, although the 

study present⁠s a worldwide view, 

it lacks comprehensive 

assessments of re ⁠gional or 

contextual elem⁠en⁠ts that may 

affect tax evasion in particular 

countr ⁠i ⁠es or busi⁠nesses.  

Subsequent study may rectify 

these deficiencie⁠s by integrating 

bibliome⁠tric analysis with 

qualitative methodologies, such 

as case studies⁠ or expert 

interviews, to enhance compre

hensi ⁠on of t⁠he practical and 

theoretical concern ⁠s assoc⁠iated 

with tax evasion. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

This bibliometric an⁠alysis offers a 

detailed overview of⁠ the intellectual terrain of 

tax evasion research, emphasizing pr⁠incipal 

issues, prominen⁠t authors, and partnerships 

among regions and organizations. The anal

ysis ind⁠icates that tax evasion research is a 

dynamic and interdisciplinary 

domain, significantly influenced by e

conomics, psychology, political sc⁠ience ⁠, and 

law. The Uni⁠ted ⁠ States and the United 

Kingdom serve as major centers of research, 

fostering robust relationships with both 

Western nations and developing economies 

in Asia and Africa. The report highligh⁠ts⁠ an 

increasing focus on the use of digital 

tec⁠hnologies, including artificial intellige⁠nce, i

n identifying and mitigating tax evasion, 

indicating a transition towards more 

innovative, data-driven⁠ methodologies in the 

domain.⁠ The research emph⁠asizes the ⁠ 

significa ⁠nce of international coo⁠peration in 

addressing global tax evasion, especially as 

m⁠ultinational fir⁠ms and affluent individuals 

utili⁠ze ⁠ offsho⁠re tax haven⁠s. The geographical 

distribution of stu ⁠dies indicates that tax 

evasion is a worldwide issue necessitating 

collaborative eff⁠orts, as many regions 

encounter unique chall⁠enges. The informal 

sector and cultural determinants affecting tax 

compliance are becoming recognized as sign

ificant subjects of research, highlighting the 

nece ⁠ssity for culturally attuned tax policies 

and enforcement m⁠etho⁠ds. Notwithst⁠anding 

thes⁠e insights, ⁠ the stu⁠dy underscores various 

limitations, including the de⁠pendence on 

citation data,⁠ which may ina⁠dequately reflect 

the quality or practical significance of⁠ rese ⁠a

rch. Furthermore, the ap⁠proach fails to 

examine the content of individual studies, 

resulting in a defi⁠ciency in comprehending 

the distinc⁠t theoretical contr ⁠ibutions of 

various papers. Sub⁠sequent study may miti

gate these limitations by integrating ⁠ 

bibliometric tool⁠s with qualitative 

approaches, ⁠ such as case studies or expert 

int⁠erviews, to attain a more pro⁠found 

comprehension of the determinants 

influencing⁠ tax evasion and compliance. This 

study serves as a significant reference for 

p⁠olicymakers, scholars, and tax authorities 

aiming to comprehend t⁠he global context of ta

x evasion research and outlines avenues for 

future inquiries⁠ into this vital topic.
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