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This study aims to explore the effectiveness of case-based learning in
history education in developing students' research and problem-
solving skills. A literature review method was employed to critically
analyze relevant sources. The findings indicate that case-based
learning positively impacts students' analytical and research skills and
enhances their motivation to learn. Through the case study approach,
students are trained to explore information sources independently,
analyze data, and formulate arguments based on relevant evidence.
Additionally, case studies enable students to confront complex
situations, encouraging them to think critically and creatively when
searching for solutions. These findings suggest that case-based learning
not only improves students' understanding of historical events but also
enriches their learning experience in a contextual and applicable way.
This research aims to contribute to the development of more innovative
history teaching methods in schools and provides practical
implications for teachers in enhancing students' critical thinking skills.
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1. INTRODUCTION

History education in schools is often
regarded as a less engaging subject by
students due to its typically narrative
approach, which primarily focuses on
memorizing facts or event chronologies. This
approach, dominated by lectures and
textbook-based  materials, leads many
students to perceive history as irrelevant to
their daily lives or intellectually
unchallenging [1]. As a result, student
engagement in history lessons tends to be low,
impacting their mastery of essential skills
such as critical analysis, research, and
problem-solving, which are crucial for a
deeper and more applied understanding of

historical events. This situation highlights the
need for a learning approach that can
stimulate students' interest and enrich their
understanding of history as a dynamic and
contextual field of study [2].

One emerging approach in history
education is case-based learning. This method
involves using historical events or figures as
cases for students to analyze, allowing them
to understand the more complex aspects of
history, including the background, impact,
and relevance of these events to contemporary
issues [3]. In case-based learning, students are
encouraged to take on the role of researchers,
exploring various sources of information,
analyzing  contexts, and formulating
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conclusions and solutions to the problems
presented. This method not only fosters
critical thinking skills but also hones their
research and problem-solving abilities
systematically [4]. By encouraging active
student participation in the learning process,
case-based learning enables students to
perceive history as a living discipline with
significant real-world applications.

Previous research has shown that the
case-based learning approach can enhance
student engagement in the learning process
and help them develop analytical thinking
skills. However, most of this research has
been limited to higher education or secondary
school levels, with minimal application at the
elementary and junior high school levels [5].
Moreover, the majority of studies focus on
direct academic outcomes, such as improved
test scores or increased learning motivation,
without examining its impact on students'
long-term research and problem-solving
skills. These skills are integral to quality
history education, which not only aims to
improve academic performance but also to
shape students into critical and logical
thinkers.

In this context, research on the
effectiveness of case-based history learning in
developing students' research and problem-
solving skills becomes relevant. Addressing
this research gap, the present study will
specifically explore how case-based learning
in history can enhance research and problem-
solving skills, which have not been
extensively discussed at the secondary school
level. The novelty of this study lies in its
attempt to evaluate the effectiveness of this
method in depth, not only in terms of student
engagement in learning but also in terms of its
long-term impact on the development of
research and problem-solving abilities. Thus,
this research is expected to provide
meaningful  contributions toward the
development of more effective, engaging, and
applicable history learning models for
students.

2. METHOD

This research employs a literature
review approach aimed at exploring and

analyzing the effectiveness of case-based
history learning in developing students'
research and problem-solving skills. The
literature review involves several
interconnected stages, as follows [6]:
a. Topic Identification and Problem
Formulation
The initial stage of this
research  involves a  thorough
identification of the topic, specifically
the effectiveness of case-based
learning within the context of history
education. Based on this topic, a
specific ~ research  problem is
formulated regarding how this
method can enhance students'
research and problem-solving skills.
This problem formulation helps the
researcher focus on relevant and in-
depth studies.
b. Literature Collection
Next, the researcher gathers
literature, including books, journal
articles, research reports, and other
academic sources relevant to the
topic. These sources are collected
from reputable databases such as
Google Scholar, ProQuest, and
JSTOR, which provide up-to-date
literature related to case-based
history learning. At this stage, the
collected literature is selected based
on the credibility of the sources and
the relevance of their content to the
research topic.
c. Literature Evaluation and Selection
After collecting the literature,
a critical evaluation and selection
process is conducted to ensure the
quality and suitability of the
information used in this research. The
literature is assessed based on
methodological aspects, research
outcomes, and its contributions to
developing students' research and
problem-solving skills. During this
stage, the researcher selects studies
that directly address the effectiveness
of case-based learning and its impact
on students.
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d. Data Analysis and Synthesis of

Findings

The data obtained from the
literature is then analyzed to identify
patterns, trends, or findings that
support the effectiveness of case-
based methods in history education.

This process involves reviewing

concepts, learning approaches, and

results from various existing studies.

The outcomes of this analysis are

synthesized  to  formulate a

comprehensive conclusion regarding

the benefits of case-based history
learning in developing research and
problem-solving skills.

e. Interpretation and Conclusion

Drawing

The final stage involves
interpreting the results of the analysis
and drawing conclusions that can
address the formulated research
problem. The conclusions drawn
include an understanding of the
effectiveness of case-based history
learning in the context of student skill
development, as well as
recommendations for further
application in history education. The
findings of this research are expected
to provide a theoretical and practical
foundation for the development of
more innovative and applicable
history learning.

This literature review method offers a
broad understanding of the topic and allows
the researcher to identify empirical evidence
and theories that support the effectiveness of
the case-based approach.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Based on the literature analysis
conducted, several key findings emerged
regarding the effectiveness of case-based
history learning in developing students'
research and problem-solving skills. This
literature review reveals several important
points discussed as follows:

a. Enhancement of Research Skills
Case-based history learning
has proven effective in encouraging

students to engage in independent
research. The literature indicates that
through case studies, students are
required to gather information from
various sources, critically analyze
data, and formulate conclusions
based on the evidence they collect [7].
This approach enhances students'
understanding of research processes,
from data collection to conclusion
drawing. The reviewed studies
suggest that students familiar with
case study methods demonstrate
significant improvements in their
research skills and become more
adept at independently seeking
relevant information.
Development of Problem-Solving
Abilities

Case-based learning
demands that students address
problems within historical contexts.
The cases presented often involve
complex issues, requiring critical and
creative thinking skills to resolve
them. In various studies, students
engaged in case-based learning tend
to be more proactive in seeking
solutions and can connect the
problems they face with broader
historical concepts [8]. The literature
indicates that students taught with
this approach not only grasp
historical facts but also sharpen their
analytical abilities in addressing
problems from a deeper and
contextual perspective.
Increased Student Engagement and
Motivation

The literature also
demonstrates that the case study
approach in history education
enhances student engagement. Since
case studies require active
participation, students become more
motivated and involved in the
learning process [9]. They find the
material being studied more relevant
and engaging, especially when the
historical cases discussed relate to
contemporary issues or their daily
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lives. According to the reviewed
studies, this method has been shown
to increase student motivation to
learn and make them more
enthusiastic about history lessons.
d. Development of Critical Thinking
Skills
Critical literacy is one of the
competencies that can develop
through case-based learning. Based
on the literature reviewed, this
method provides students with
opportunities to question, analyze,
and evaluate historical events
independently [10]. This fosters the
critical thinking experience essential
for understanding various
perspectives and the complexities of
historical events. Numerous studies
have found that
participating in case-based learning
tend to have a more profound and
critical understanding of historical
content.
e. Relevance of Case Studies to Real-
Life Applications
Case studies enable students
to see the relevance of history to real
life, which in turn influences their
perception of the importance of
history as a dynamic discipline [11].
According to the analyzed literature,
students who study history through
case studies are more capable of
linking historical knowledge to
current social, political, or cultural
situations. =~ This  helps  them
understand history as an analytical
tool for contemporary issues, rather
than merely a sequence of past events.
History education is a crucial
component of schooling that aims to provide

students

an understanding of human civilization's
journey, social changes, and cultural
developments. However,
approaches to teaching history often tend to

traditional

be monotonous, focusing heavily on
memorizing facts or important dates. In this
context, case-based history learning emerges
as an innovative alternative, inviting students
to analyze historical events more deeply and

contextually. This approach not only
encourages students to understand historical
facts but also develops critical and analytical
thinking skills that are essential in today's
information era.

Case-based learning enables students
to actively engage in the learning process.
Through the analysis of historical cases,
students confront various complex issues that
require in-depth research to find solutions
[12]. For instance, when studying events like
World War II, students are not merely asked
to know who was involved and when it
occurred, but also to explore the causes,
consequences, and social-political impacts
that arose. This approach stimulates students
to delve into information from various
sources, including books, articles, and digital
media, teaching them to evaluate the
reliability and relevance of available
information. Thus, students become active
and critical researchers rather than passive
recipients of information [13].

Research skills are one of the key
competencies developed through case-based
learning [14]. The process of searching for and
analyzing data gives students hands-on
experience in conducting research, from
formulating research questions to collecting
data and analyzing results. This not only
strengthens their understanding of history but
also prepares them to face real-world
challenges, where good research skills are
necessary. Through this experience, students
are taught to think systematically and
logically when addressing problems, a skill
that applies not only in academic contexts but
also in everyday life.

Additionally, case-based learning
contributes to the development of students'
problem-solving abilities [15]. Confronted
with real-life situations and events, students
learn to consider various perspectives and
formulate appropriate solutions. For example,
when analyzing historical events related to
social conflict, students are encouraged to
reflect on the impacts of decisions made at
that time and how these could apply to
current social issues. This creates an
awareness of the complexity of problems and
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the importance of critical thinking in
responding to challenges faced by society [16].

Not only does it enhance academic
skills, but case-based learning also positively
impacts student motivation and engagement.
When students feel involved in analyzing
relevant and challenging cases, they are more
likely to participate actively in the learning
process [17]. Literature studies show that
students engaged in case-based learning
experience a significant increase in their
motivation to learn. This engagement often
leads to a more satisfying and profound
learning experience, where students feel more
empowered in their educational journey.

However, despite numerous studies
highlighting the effectiveness of this
approach, challenges remain. One significant
challenge is the need for teacher training to
effectively implement case-based learning
methods [18]. Without adequate
understanding and skills, teachers may
struggle to design and deliver case studies
that align with the curriculum and meet
students' needs. Therefore, developing
teachers' capacities becomes a crucial aspect of
the successful application of case-based
learning.

In the context of education in
Indonesia, implementing case-based history
learning can significantly contribute to
improving educational quality [19]. Given the
cultural and historical diversity of the nation,
this approach is not only relevant but also
vital for fostering a sense of national pride and
a better understanding of national identity
[20]. Through contextual and applied
learning, students are expected to relate
historical lessons to current social and cultural
conditions, preparing them not only to learn
about the past but also to become responsible
citizens contributing positively to the future
[21].

Overall, case-based history learning
offers a promising solution to the challenges
that have long existed in history education. By
integrating this approach into the curriculum,

it is hoped that students will not only become
passive recipients of information but also
active, critical individuals ready to face real-
world challenges. This research provides a
foundation for further = development
regarding the application of this method, as
well as its practical implications in broader
educational contexts. Through in-depth
research and a better understanding of the
effectiveness of case-based learning, it is
hoped that history education can become
more relevant and beneficial for students'
development.

4. CONCLUSION

This research concludes that case-
based history learning is effective in
developing students' research and problem-
solving skills. Through this approach,
students are encouraged to think critically,
analyze information independently, and find
solutions to complex issues. In addition to
enhancing research skills, this method also
strengthens  student engagement and
motivation in learning history.

5. SUGGESTIONS

It is hoped that history teachers can
implement the case study approach in their
teaching to enhance students' analytical
abilities. Furthermore, training and support
are needed for teachers to design and manage
case studies that are relevant and appropriate
to students' understanding levels. Schools are
also encouraged to provide resources that
support the implementation of this method.
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